
Noon Bible Study: 1 kings 8 
1 Kings 8:1-5 – Dedication Of The Temple 
  

v. 1 - all of Israel gathered.  All of the elders (v. 3). 
 

v. 2 - The feast of Booths occurred during this time of the year. 
 

v. 5 - massive sacrificing 
 
1 Kings 8:6-9 - Ark of The Covenant Brought In 
 

v. 6-8 - The ark was left in the inner sanctuary (Most Holy Place) under the cherubim’s wings. The poles for the ark 
extended slightly into the main sanctuary of the temple, but could not be seen from outside. 

 
v. 9 - Stone Tablets are only thing in the ark at this point. 

 
ESV Study Bible on 1 Kings 8:9: Though the ark had once contained the jar of manna and Aaron’s rod (Heb. 9:4; see Ex. 
16:32–34; Num. 17:10–11), there was now nothing in the ark except the two tablets of stone on which were written the 
Ten Commandments. 

 
ESV Study Bible on Hebrews 9:4 - “the OT says the urn and the staff were placed in front of the ark (Ex. 16:32–34; Num. 
17:10–11), not in it, and speaks only of the two tablets of stone as being within the ark (Ex. 25:16, 21; Deut. 10:1–2). 
But it would not be unlikely for the urn and the rod to have subsequently been stored in the ark, and the author of 
Hebrews may be depending on other information that is no longer available. By the time of Solomon’s temple, it was noted 
that there was nothing in the ark except the two tablets of stone (1 Kings 8:9; 2 Chron. 5:10), but that may suggest 
that other items had previously been in the ark 

 
1 Kings 8:10-12 - The LORD’s presence comes to “dwell” in the Temple 
 

Solomon makes an interesting opening statement at the dedication of the temple.  One can almost imagine Solomon almost 
blurting out “the LORD said he would dwell in the thick cloud”.  It is one of those moments where God’s promise is given 
in Scripture years before and then the fulfillment is seen in real time.  The cloud comes in and Solomon goes - “Oh my!  
Wow!  This is exactly what God said would happen!!”  In fact, look at the words of the LORD to Moses at the beginnings 
of the tabernacle: 
 

Leviticus 16:2 - The LORD said to Moses: "Tell your brother Aaron that he shall not enter at any time into the 
holy place inside the veil, before the mercy seat which is on the ark, or he will die; for I will appear in the 
cloud over the mercy seat. 
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Solomon sees that the most important part of the temple construction is complete.  The LORD’s presence coming to “dwell” 
there.  This is similar to what happened when the LORD met the nation of Israel on Mount Sinai: 
 

Exodus 20:21 - So the people stood at a distance, while Moses approached the thick cloud where God was.  
 
1 Kings 8:13-27 - Solomon’s dedication prayer begins with a recounting of the LORD’s promise the the house of David and praise & 
exaltation of God. 
 

Solomon: “Here we are at this day which you promised to my father years ago!”  You did it!  You were faithful to your 
promise!  Now may you continue to be faithful to your word towards me and in regards to this temple! 

 
1 Kings 8:28-30 - Summation of the prayer 
 

Solomon is going to pray a prayer of dedication for the temple.  He is going to ask the LORD to consecrate and bless the 
house with his presence for all generations.  He is going to request that the Temple become the place where the covenant 
of God to Israel will be realized.  He will pray for a series of situations for individuals and the nation as a whole in 
regard to the temple. 

 
This is not something we can easily relate to because we have open access to God through Jesus Christ.  But at the time, 
the temple is the central location for the worship of Yahweh.  When men and women of Israel pray, they aren’t praying 
“in the name of Jesus Christ”, as we do - meaning they are mindful that God hears their prayers because of the work and 
intercession of Jesus.  Not at all - instead when an Israelite prays in this era, they will be mindful of the Temple as 
the place where the people have access to God. 

 
 With this in mind, let’s continue on listening in on Solomon’s dedication prayer… 
 
1 Kings 8:31-53 - Dedication Prayer 
 
1 Kings 8:31-32 - If a man sins and is required to make an oath 
 
1 Kings 8:33-34 - When nation is defeated by enemy (because of their sin) 
 
1 Kings 8:35-36 - When there is no rain in the land (because of sins of the people) 
 
1 Kings 8:37-40 - When there is general trouble, famine, pestilence, etc. 
 

v. 39-40 - Solomon prays that the prayers made in these situations, towards the Temple, can be a testimony causing the 
people to fear the LORD when He answers them. 

 
1 Kings 8:41-43 - When a foreigner hears of Yahweh’s greatness and comes to pray at/towards the Temple, let them know that You 
are God 
 
1 Kings 8:44-45 - When the people go out to battle. 
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1 Kings 8:46-53 - When the people sin and are sent away in exile 
 

This is one of the most remarkable sections of this dedication prayer.  For this is exactly what will happen to the 
nation.  They will turn from the LORD generations from now and be defeated and sent into captivity in Babylon.  What 
makes this portion of Solomon’s prayer so amazing, is that it is with this heart that Daniel, an Israelite man, captive in 
Babylon will pray 70 years into their exile, initiating their return to rebuild Jerusalem and its temple.  In fact, look 
at how Daniel was praying when he got sent to lion’s den: 
 

Daniel 6:10 - Now when Daniel knew that the document was signed, he entered his house (now in his roof chamber 
he had windows open toward Jerusalem); and he continued kneeling on his knees three times a day, praying and 
giving thanks before his God, as he had been doing previously.  

 
Now look at what he prayed later: 
 

Daniel 9:2-5 - in the first year of his reign, I, Daniel, observed in the books the number of the years which was 
revealed as the word of the LORD to Jeremiah the prophet for the completion of the desolations of Jerusalem, 
namely, seventy years.  3 So I gave my attention to the Lord God to seek Him by prayer and supplications, with 
fasting, sackcloth and ashes.  4 I prayed to the LORD my God and confessed and said, "Alas, O Lord, the great 
and awesome God, who keeps His covenant and lovingkindness for those who love Him and keep His commandments,  
5 we have sinned, committed iniquity, acted wickedly and rebelled, even turning aside from Your commandments 
and ordinances. 

 
The entire prayer of Daniel is in Daniel 9.  Nehemiah will pray a similar prayer in Nehemiah 1-2.  So will Ezra in Ezra 9. 
Also, Jonah, after he sins and runs from God prays the following from the stomach of the great fish: 
 

Jonah 2:4 - "So I said, 'I have been expelled from Your sight. Nevertheless I will look again toward Your holy 
temple.'  

 
“The prayer is important for understanding the books of Kings as a whole, for it places both the temple and the law in 
wider perspective. The temple is an important building, but God is not confined by a building and is certainly not 
dependent on it. He will survive even its destruction, and will hear his people’s prayers when they go into exile. 
Likewise, obedience to the law is very important, but Solomon holds out hope for restoration, even when the people fail 
to obey.” (ESV Study Bible, 1 Kings 8:22-53, “Solomon’s Prayer”) 

 
1 Kings 8:54-61 - Solomon’s charge and blessing to the nation 
 
1 Kings 8:62-66 - Sacrifice, Feasting & Conclusion Of Dedication 
 

We close the chapter with another scene of Abrahamic Covenant fulfillment and a foreshadow to the Messiah’s eternal 
kingdom.  The kingdom stretches from the Euphrates (entrance of Hamath) to the border of Egypt (brook of Egypt) (v. 65).  
The kingdom from king to peasant is worshipping the LORD (v. 65).  And the nation is filled joyful and glad hearts 
because of all the “goodness that the LORD had shown to David his servant and Israel His people.” 
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